Chemical structures for I -III. A motivation for the present study was to investigate the effect of aliphatic chain lengths, (CH2)n, which have been incorporated between two phenoxy subunits on the structural conformation of this series of dialcohols. In particular, it was of interest to compare the present results with those obtained from the previously reported system II. 3 We describe here the crystal structures of closely related dialcohols I and III.
I and III were prepared according to literature methods. 2, 3 Single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by evaporating methanol solutions of I and III, respectively. The crystal and experimental data are given in Table 1 . The structures were solved by direct methods and refined with anisotropic temperature factors for non-hydrogen atoms. All Hatoms, except for two disordered hydroxy atoms in III, were included in the calculated positions with isotropic thermal parameters 1.2-times those of the attached atoms. The atomic coordinates for non-hydrogen atoms are listed in Table 2 . The molecular structure and the atomic numbering are given in Fig. 2 .
In I, the pendant alcohol groups are oriented away from each other. The anti orientation of the benzyl alcohol units in I, which is opposite to that in II (syn-orientation), 4 is also observed for the corresponding benzyl alcohols derivative bridged by the -S(CH2)2S-group, 5 where the overall shape of the molecule forms an S-type backbone due to a repulsive 1,4interaction 6 between two sulfur atoms. For the crystal lattice of III, two crystallographically independent molecules are shown in Fig 2. Each molecule has a two-fold rotation axis on C(1) and C(10), respectively. Two independent molecules are related by a pseudo transition of ca. 1/2 along c-axis, except for two OH atoms. A significant different in the structure of III with extra CH2 groups compared to that of I and the previously reported structure of II is that the configuration of III in a flexible bent fashion is predominantly governed by intermolecular H-bonding between alcohol groups. Thus, the packing of the molecules of I (2-D sheet) and III (double stranded 1-D polymer) are of some interest, respectively ( Fig.  3 ). 
